Capítulo 6 – Gramática 1 (ser & estar,    pedir & servir,     preferir, poder & probar)

SER and ESTARPRIVATE "TYPE=PICT;ALT=Ser and ester"

PRIVATE "TYPE=PICT;ALT=Activities for this lesson are available on the CD-ROM Interactive Tutor"
1. Both ser and estar mean to be, but they have different uses. You use estar to say where someone is or where something is located, and to ask and say how people are doing. 

La servilleta está en la mesa. 
The napkin is on the table. 

Estoy bien, gracias. 
I’m fine, thanks. 

2. You have used ser to identify people and things; to say where they are from; to describe what someone or something is like; and to give the day, date, and time. 

Ricardo es mi amigo. Es de México. Es alto y simpático. 
Es lunes. Es el 2 de marzo. Son las cuatro en punto. 

3. Both ser and estar can be used to describe foods and drinks. Use ser to describe what foods and drinks are normally like. 

—¿Cómo es el arroz con pollo? 
What is chicken and rice like? 

—Es riquísimo. 
It’s delicious.

To say how something looks, tastes, or feels at a specific time, use estar. 

—¿Cómo está tu sopa? 
How is your soup? 

—Está fría. 
It’s cold.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
PEDIR & SERVIRPRIVATE "TYPE=PICT;ALT=Pedir and servir"

PRIVATE "TYPE=PICT;ALT=Activities for this lesson are available on the CD-ROM Interactive Tutor"
1. In some -ir verbs with an e in the stem, this e changes to i in all the present-tense forms except those of nosotros(as) and vosotros(as). Two such verbs are pedir (to ask for, to order) and servir (to serve). 

	yo
	pido
	nosotros(as)
	pedimos

	tú
	pides
	X
	

	él, ella, Ud.
	pide
	ellos, ellas, Uds.
	piden


—¿Qué vas a pedir? 
What are you going to order? 
—Siempre pido una ensalada. 
I always order a salad.

	yo
	sirvo
	nosotros(as)
	servimos

	tú
	sirves
	X
	

	él, ella, Ud.
	sirve
	ellos, ellas, Uds.
	sirven


—¿Qué sirven en la cafetería? 
What do they serve in the cafeteria? 

—Sirven muchas comidas diferentes. 
They serve many different foods.
PREFERIR, PODER, PROBAR
PRIVATE "TYPE=PICT;ALT=Preferir, poder, and probar"

PRIVATE "TYPE=PICT;ALT=Activities for this lesson are availabel on the CD-ROM Interactive Tutor"1. The verb preferir has an e→ ie stem change. It can be followed by a noun to say what someone prefers or by an infinitive to say what someone would rather do or prefers to do. 

	yo
	prefiero
	nosotros(as)
	preferimos

	tú
	prefieres
	X
	

	él, ella, Ud.
	prefiere
	ellos, ellas, Uds.
	prefieren


¿Prefieres jugo o leche? 
Do you prefer juice or milk? 

¿Prefieres salir o ver televisión? 
Would you rather go out or 
watch TV? 

2. The verbs poder and probar have an o→ ue stem change. Poder is normally followed by an infinitive to say what someone may, is able to, or can do. Probar means to try something, as in to taste. 
	yo
	puedo
	nosotros(as)
	podemos

	tú
	puedes
	X
	

	él, ella, Ud.
	puede
	ellos, ellas, Uds.
	pueden


¿Nos puede traer otra silla? 

Can you bring us another chair? 

	yo
	pruebo
	nosotros(as)
	probamos

	tú
	pruebas
	X
	

	él, ella, Ud.
	prueba
	ellos, ellas, Uds.
	prueban


¿Qué tal si pruebas la sopa? 

How about trying the soup?
